
 
Please see the “frequently asked questions” below pertaining to last night’s open 
forum regarding Notre Dame’s High School’s reopening plan and our strategy for 
maintaining the safety of our students, faculty and staff in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
  
Q. Besides screening our student each morning before school, what else can we 
as parents do at home to ensure our children stay healthy? 
A. According to infectious disease experts the number one spreaders of the 
coronavirus are large family gatherings and student parties. Please avoid these 
types of situations as much as possible and when in crowds be sure a mask is 
worn when social distancing cannot be maintained. 
  
Q. Should parents look to the CDC guidelines or NY State for information on 
proper protocol? 
A. Please view the NY State guidelines as these guidelines take precedence over 
CDC guidelines and were followed in the creation of Notre Dame’s reopening 
plan. 
  
Q. What happens if a student or staff member becomes ill with the virus? 
A. If a student or staff member tests positive for the virus they will be quarantined 
for two weeks and will only come back to school with a negative test result. Notre 
Dame will close for one day following a positive diagnosis in order to properly 
disinfect and sanitize the entire building. 
  
Q. What happens if schools are closed again? 
A. Notre Dame will transition to an online learning format in which students will 
follow their daily schedule online from home. 
  
Q. What happens if a teacher gets sick, who will take over the instruction? 
A. If a teacher is out sick due to the corona virus but is asymptomatic the teacher 
will teach from home and a sub will be brought in to supervise the students in the 
classroom. If the teacher is unable to provide instruction, a sub will be provided 
with lesson plans and class work. 
  
Q. Does my student have to wear the face -mask provided by Notre Dame? 
A. No, the student can wear a mask or gaitor of their choosing as long as it is 
appropriate to our school environment. 
  



Q. How is the school increasing ventilation? 
A. Windows will be cracked in all classrooms every day, doors will remain open 
and fans will be placed in doorways to maximize air circulation. 
  
Q. How is Genesee Valley Educational Partnership’s schedule going to affect my 
student's schedule at Notre Dame? 
A. ND students attending any GVEP program including the Academies will attend 
as a cohort group on Thursday’s and Friday's all day. Students will attend ND 
Monday through Wednesday all day. 
  
Q.  How will GVEP keep track of students who might get sick when they come 
from all over the county? 
A. GVEP has developed a plan to keep students in cohorts so that they can easily 
contract trace if a student becomes ill. They will also be closed on Wednesdays 
to clean and sanitize the building between cohorts. 
  
Q. How is Notre Dame developing cohorts? 
A. Students are being grouped together based on course selections. Students will 
remain with their cohorts throughout the day to minimize contact. 
  
Q. Will there be a senior lounge? 
A. No, there will not be a senior lounge this school year. 
  
Q. Will Notre Dame be able to maintain the 12 foot social distancing requirement 
for band, chorus and Physical Education? 
A. Yes – ND has developed a plan to maintain social distancing for these classes. 
  
Q. Will students be able to socialize with their friends at lunch? 

A. Yes- students will be in groups of 6 desks placed six feet apart and can sit with 
their friends in a setting that will allow them to socialize at a safe distance 
  
  
*Please feel free to contact us with any further questions or concerns!  
 


