
 
This is a letter in response to an article published in The Batavia Daily News on Saturday May 
23rd. 
 
 
Matt, 
 
I read your article in the Saturday edition of The Daily News as you attempted to connect the 
financial struggles of the Diocese of Buffalo with the vibrancy of Notre Dame High School. 
Although you do not mention Notre Dame by name, the use of a color photo of the front of our 
school on the website article and accompanying caption questioning "long term viability" 
certainly implies the connection. 
 
Keep in mind that in 1992 Notre Dame High School ceased being a diocesan school and 
became an independent high school and since 2017 we have received zero subsidy dollars 
from the Diocese of Buffalo.  Thanks to our current families, generous alumni and supporters, 
as well as an aggressive "Faith in The Future"  Capital Campaign initiative which generated over 
$4.5 million for our school we have the capacity to provide our students with a comprehensive 
educational program in a totally renovated, state of the art facility.  This has resulted in Notre 
Dame being the #1 ranked school in the GLOW Region for 15 consecutive years while providing 
a physically and emotionally safe environment for our students and staff.. As part of this 
campaign the Notre Dame High School Endowment has been created securing the long term 
viability of our school.  
 
In addition we continue to pride ourselves on being a small school with large school 
opportunities including an athletic program that has won 87 Section V Championships, an award 
winning fine arts program, and a business program that regularly has students advance to the 
national finals of the esteemed DECA competition. 
 
We continue to provide multiple academic scholarships,and aggressive financial aid packages 
that make the Notre Dame experience affordable to all that wish to attend from the 21 school 
districts we currently draw students from.  Almost the entirety of our diverse student population 
continues on to college and a typical senior class generates $4.6 million in college scholarships. 
 
I am certain it was not your intention to cause potential damage to Notre Dame, but the power of 
the press is quite persuasive especially when paired with the publicity the diocese has been 
receiving. It is my hope that the information provided can give you a better understanding of the 
workings of Notre Dame and that you can somehow pass this on to your readers to avoid 
confusion and misconception.  
 
Please contact me with any questions. 
 
Thank You, 



 
Wade Bianco, Principal 
 


