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November 2019 
Where Friends Become Family

 
When Learning Comes Alive, Students Thrive! 

We, at Notre Dame, embrace  students’ natural talents. Featured below is a poem/rap by Junior,   Eric 
Ricks. Thank you for sharing, Eric! 

 
Notre Dame has a tradition of excellence 

We're the best and it's evident 
We abolish all evil cause we love all of our residents 

Even trophies show we're the best 
We got more trophies than Bill Belechik 

We wear our colors really bold 
Walk the halls and everyone is wearing blue and gold 

Can't break the rules cause they never bend 
Sit and learn with the swift moving of your pen 

Teaching so relaxed almost like a sleep stasis like rem 
Students move around the school like cells but it all connects to one thing like stem 

 
Next On Stage: “You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown” 
 
This year’s fall show at Notre Dame is “You’re a Good 
Man Charlie Brown”. Join us as Sally, Schroeder, Linus, 
Lucy, Charlie Brown and Snoopy act out their zany 
personalities on the big stage. This production will 
feature Lily Gaylord, Nathanael Brew, Amanda 
Bergman, Judah Macdonald, Owen Mileham and Grace 
Mileham as they embody each character, respectively. 
An atypical musical, “You’re a Good Man, Charlie 

Brown” does not have a set story line, replacing it with scenes taken right from the 
famous comic strip. Filled with lots of comedy and dazzling showstoppers, this musical 
is sure to blow you away. Come join us November 22nd and 23rd at 7:30 PM at Notre 
Dame High School for this extravagant production of “You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown”. 
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A message from Principal Mr. Bianco 
 

Dear Parents/Students, 
As we conclude the first marking period we 
have much to celebrate at Notre Dame relevant 
to our students’ performance in the classroom 
and on the athletic field. For instance, as we 
engaged in “Student of the Month” voting by our 
faculty, for September and October, over 45 
students were nominated each month.  In 
addition, many of our students have worked 
diligently to earn First Honors (90% GPA or 
above) and Second Honors (85%-89.9%) which 
is testament to their work ethic and 
determination. 
 
We are also very excited about the performance 

of our athletic teams both in the classroom and on the field/court. Their 
accomplishments were highlighted by semi-final appearances by our girls’ 
soccer team (first ever) and girls’ volleyball team and sectional 
championship titles by our cross country team for the second consecutive 
year and our varsity football team. In addition, Coach Zambito was named 
Section V Class D coach of the year. 
 
In regards to fine arts our Art students are developing patriotic pastels that 
they will share with our vets at the V.A. hospital and many of our students 
will be performing in our fist drama production “Charlie Brown” on 11/22 
and 11/23. Hopefully we will see you there. 
 
Lastly, I would like to congratulate the Hall of Fame Class of 2019 for 
earning their way into the prestigious Notre Dame High School Hall of 
Fame. The evening was an incredible display of excellence!! 
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Notre Dame Celebrates Homecoming Week in Style: Thank You, Student Senators! 

 

 

Student Senators did an excellent job choosing themes for Homecoming Week and planning the 
games for Homecoming Activity Day.  The next order of business for Student Senate is to plan 
the Christmas Dance.  Any students who have ideas for the Christmas Dance should share 
them with their class senators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NOTRE DAME FOOTBALL TEAM 
LEARNS ABOUT BAPTISM 

 
The Notre Dame Football team’s 
Homecoming/Senior pre-game Prayer 
Service had a special addition this fall as 
they observed the Baptism into the 
Catholic Faith of Joseph Rapone, the 
son of Assistant Coach Mikey and his 
wife Jessie. Deacon Walt Szczesny 
officiated at the ceremony using the 
occasion as a teachable moment to 
instruct the young men all about the 
Sacrament of Baptism. As Deacon 
proceeded through the ritual, he 
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explained each part of the ceremony including the tradition behind each step of the 
Baptism.  

Fall Athletics 
 Regular Season 

The Irish Boys Cross Country team finished the season undefeated with a record of 
19-0 capturing the LCAA/GRAA Division 3 Championship. They finished 3rd in their 
division of both the McQuaid & Midlakes Invitationals and our two 3–man teams in the 
O-A Dash in the Dark finished 2nd and 3rd respectively. Congratulations to the following 
who earned GRAA/LCAA All-Star recognition: Ben Skalny, Austin Carrick, Andrew 
Ricupito, Ethan Chadbourne, Jordan Welker, and Zack Babcock 
 
Our girls Cross Country team was incomplete because of a lack of numbers. Amanda 
Nyugen and Skye Colantonio had outstanding seasons as both earned GRAA/LCAA 
All-Star recognition. 
 
Notre Dame Varsity football team also was undefeated going 7-0 and winning the 
Section V Federation Class D North Division Championship. They entered sectionals as 
the # 1 in Class D. The following were Section V Class D Federation Northern Division 
All-Stars: Cody Henry , Gabe Macdonald, Mason Randall, Jed Reese, Mark Sanders, 
Dakota Sica, and Anthony Zambito. Honorable Mention selections were: Keith 
Szczepanski and Jason Reinhart 
 
The Lady Irish soccer team finished the regular season with a 3-game win streak 
posting a 7-9 record in the GR which is a league known for outstanding girls soccer. 
Their record earned them the #5 seed in sectionals. Morgan Rhodes earned GR All-Star 
recognition for the 4th consecutive season while Freshman Rebecca Nickerson and 
Autumn Mathisen were Honorable Mention. Soccer Scholar Athlete include: Compton, 
Ricupito, Sisson, and J. MacDonald. 
 
ND Volleyball had another excellent season going 14-4 and finishing second in both the 
HAC and Byron-Bergen Tournaments. They enter sectional play as the number 4 seed. 
Adryona Miller, Jewel Shenck and Alexis Danosos all were named GR League 
All-Stars.  
 

Sectionals 
Boys Cross Country: Our boys cross country team won their second consecutive 
Section V Class D2 Championship. Ben Skalny finished 3rd, Austin Carrick 6th and 
Andrew Ricupito 8th to earn individual sectional patches as well. 
 

Football:  Won the Section V Class D Championship defeating Alexander in 
Championship game. Jed Reese was named Outstanding Player while Dakota Sica was 
both the Sportsmanship and Outstanding Lineman selection.  
 
Soccer:  Our Lady Irish soccer team lost to #1 seed Avoca 4-1 in the Sectional 
Semi-Final after being tied 0-0 at the half. The score was 2-1 midway thru the second 
half when Avoca broke it open. This was the first time our Girls soccer team advanced 
to the semi-finals which they accomplished by virtue of a 4-2 win over #4 seed Andover 
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Volleyball Our Volleyball team lost to #1 seed Hammondsport in 4 games in the 
Sectional Semi-Finals. The same two teams met in last year’s final with Hammondsport 
winning in 5 games.  

Adventures in Art 
 

The Advanced Art classes went to the Albright 
Knox Art Museum in Buffalo to see the Anthony 
McCall interactive exhibit along with the 
museum's regular collection of Art work.  We 
saw famous works from Pre Modern to 
Contemporary.  The Anthony McCall was a 
class favorite where we could explore the use of 
projected light in a three dimensional space. 
The interactive exhibit made for interesting 
photos and videos!  We concluded the trip with 
a visit to the Olive Garden for lunch! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Drawing and Painting 1 Artwork 
These Vector paintings were done by Mrs. 

Smith’s Drawing and Painting 1 class. When 
they are combined they make this beautiful 

piece of work in harmony. 
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Yearbook Reminder 
Our yearbook members are currently working on the 2020 edition of the Mater Dei. If 
you have any pictures from sporting events or other school activities that you would like 
to submit, please email them to Miss Bodine.  
 
You will be receiving mailings and possibly emails from Jostens inviting you to purchase 
a yearbook. These sales are done online, making it convenient for you to pay with a 
credit card if you prefer. The cost is $55 per book, and we encourage you to place your 
order by mid-January as our final numbers are submitted by February 1st. Please watch 
for the Jostens mailing or go to www.jostensyearbooks.com to place your order. 
 
 

 
 

English Fun! 
The Sophomore classes read The Crucible in Mrs. Wessel’s English class this fall. 
Students were encouraged to get creative to display their knowledge regarding the 
Salem Witch Trials and The Crucible. One such group of students reworked a section of 
the play into modern-day language and re-enacted it on 

stage for their peers. The play was 
rewritten by Conner McWilliams, 
Directed by Judah McDonogh, 
Assisted by Mrs. Edwards, and 
performed by: Aidan Hume, Conner 
McWilliams, Hope Miceli Danilee S., 
Aaron English, Cole, Jose Torres, 
Amanda, Nathaniel Brew, Camden 
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A TESTIMONIAL TO ROBERT E RADLEY 
  

Many people have contributed to the comeback of Notre Dame High School, Batavia, New York. had 
the opportunity to  work with the first Board of Trustees and staff back in the late 90's A testimony to 
each would be well deserved. But as I see it, there were three individuals who, without question, 
made the Catholic school viable again. They were, Nicholas Borrelli, Michael Falcone and Robert  
Radley. 
  

Nick Borrelli came to the rescue of the school when it was in desperate need of a leader. He was highly 
regarded throughout the Western New York region as an outstanding teacher and administrator. He 
came volunteered to manage the school in its new era and, imagine, did it for no pay. He brought 
excellence and pride back to the school named for Our Lady. He passed away suddenly and much to 
early. His contribution was enormous. 

Then there was Michael Falcone . Thanks to the efforts of Colleen Brade, who effectively convinced Mike 
to share his charitable contributions (heavily, at the time, directed to missions and the seminary) with 
NDHS. I was with Colleen when we first met with Mike during the school's initial Capital campaign . After 
our scripted appeal for support Mike immediately asked, "tell me how much you want"? Somewhat 
surprised by his quick response we blurted out what we believed to be a high figure. He immediately 
accepted and as a result made the campaign a uccess. The$ goal was achieved. Colleen and I often 
joked about not asking for more in that meeting. Mike continued to support Notre Dame financially for 
years after. Backing projects and giving generously up to and including in his will. One cannot 
overestimate his contribution to Notre Dame. 

However, this specific tribute is to Robert E. Ra dley. He was so critical to the future of Notre Dame 
High School in the 1990's. It would take three pages of type to list the contributions he made to the 
school beginning with sidewalk on the North/West side. Members of the Polish Falcons, under Bob ' s 
direction, replaced the sidewalk. He constructed the storage garage and the Music room. He solved 
the drainage problem on the South west side of the building, Bob, myself and Ralph Coffta, on several 
occasions needed to pump and squeegee water out of the ground floor after heavy rain. He was 
responsible for the Alumni wall, the memorial garden, and on and on. But Bob's crowning 
achievement was the Grotto honoring Our Lady of Lourdes. 

I remember the day well. It was a warm and sunny morning. Bob had his concept for the Grotto and was 
waiting for the delivery of a couple of rather large cement pieces from Kisner Concrete (donated, of 
course) . Incidentally, the idea for the shrine came from Charlie Messina, who was attending retreats at 
the University of Notre Dame. He suggested, why couldn't the Batavia school have a replica of this 
beautiful sacred place? Also, Bob having not been to Notre Dame University needed to draft his plans 
from pictures provided by John Dwyer, a graduate of the school. 

Noon came and Bob left for lunch. At one o'clock he called me at the school asking me if I would be 
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available to receive the delivery from Kisner that afternoon. "Absolutely" I said, "are you going to play a 
round of golf'? The truth , Bob was at our local hospital. He was diagnosed with a coronary problem and 
had open heart surgery a few days later. The large concrete structures remained in the delivery location 
until Spring. I visited Bob at Buffalo General during his recovery. He assured me the project would be 
completed as soon as he was physically ready. He truly believed his diagnosis and successful surgery 
was a blessing from Our Lady. 
 
The Grotto was completed in early summer 1997 and consecrated by Bishop Henry J. Mansell that 
same'year. It stands as a tribute to this gentle man who along with Nick and Mike saved our Catholic 
school on Union Street. Here's hoping the school respects and maintains the Grotto, in his honor, for 
countless years to come. 
 
Frank C. Ferrando 
President/Principal ‘94-’02 

' l  
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Night Notre Dame High School Sports 

Athletic Hall of Fame Induction - Class of 2019 
Saturday, November 9, 2019  

Richard O’Connor ‘64 

Hailing from Darien Center, New York, Dick O’Connor was 
regarded as one of ND’s finest all-around student athletes in the 
decade of the 1960s. A three sport athlete, Dick earned a total of 8 
varsity letters – 4 as a 4 year starter on the Fighting Irish varsity 
football team and 2 each as a key 2 year member of both his 
Fighting Irish varsity wrestling and track and field teams.  

As a member of the varsity football team, Dick earned Bishop 
Smith League All-Catholic Honorable Mention recognition as a 
halfback in 1962 and as a fullback in 1963. He had a reputation for 

being a hard-nosed competitor who played every down like it was his last, a reputation 
he handed down to his 3 eventual ND Hall of Fame brothers Dave ’67 [HOF 2017], Dan 
’69 [HOF 2016] and Dennis ’72 [HOF 1996]. Dick’s senior season was unfortunately cut 
short by a season-ending knee injury incurred in the 1963-64 opener at Cardinal O’Hara 
in Tonawanda. Despite not being able to finish the season, Dick’s support of his 
teammates never wavered as he continued to offer encouragement and leadership on 
the sidelines until season’s end. 

Dick’s passion for always giving it his all on the gridiron carried over to his 2 varsity 
seasons as a member of the Fighting Irish wrestling and track and field teams. 
Wrestling in the heavyweight class, Dick went undefeated in dual meets during his 
junior season. He nearly replicated this feat as a senior coming up short in his last 
match of the year versus an unlimited weight class opponent from St. Mary’s of 
Lancaster. Revenge would be his as he would rise to the occasion and defeat this same 
opponent 2 weeks later in the 1st New York State Catholic High School Wrestling 
Championships held in Rochester, New York thus becoming ND’s 1st ever New York 
State Catholic High School wrestling champion! 

As a member of the Fighting Irish track and field team, Dick went undefeated in Bishop 
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Smith League competition in both the shot put and discus during his junior and senior 
years! He finished 2nd in shot put during his senior year in the All-Catholic meet which 
featured all teams from both the Bishop Smith and Bishop Burke Leagues in 
competition. 

In recognition for his outstanding senior year athletic accomplishments, he was 
recognized by the Batavia Lions Club with their prestigious Bill Cook Award 
designating him as the top student-athlete at Notre Dame High School. 

Dick is the recipient of an AAS degree in Ophthalmic Dispensing from Erie County 
Technical Institute in 1970 and a Doctor of Optometry [OD] degree from Southern 
College of Optometry in 1975. He began his Optometry career in New Orleans, LA 
working in an inner city health clinic and private office specializing in vision therapy in 
1975. He has worked in the optometry field in Western New York since 1977 and 
currently heads up Vision Development of WNY in Elma, New York providing behavioral 
optometry/vision therapy while specializing in children with learning problems and adults 
with traumatic brain injuries. 

Dick’s 2019 induction marks the 1st time that 4 brothers are now charter members of the 
ND Athletic Hall of Fame! Dick and his wife Debbie currently reside in East Aurora, New 
York. 

Robert Beyer ‘80 

A native of LeRoy, New York, Bob Beyer entered ND at the beginning of his junior year 
and would proceed to produce eye-popping performances 
during both his junior and senior years as a member of 
Fighting Irish football, basketball and baseball teams. 

As a member of ND’s varsity football program, Bob was a key 
member of 2 Genesee Region [GR] Championship teams 
[1978, 1979] as well as the 1978 Section V NYSPHSAA Class 
D Championship team. He earned GR All-Star status and 
Democrat and Chronicle All Greater Rochester Honorable 
Mention recognition during both his junior and senior years of 
competition while playing a key role in leading ND to a 2 year 
overall record of 15 – 3. 

On the hardcourt, Bob also earned Genesee Region [GR] 
All-Star recognition during both his junior and senior years while leading the Irish 
hoopsters to an overall 2 year record of 37 – 6 and 2 Genesee Region [GR] boys 
basketball titles [1979, 1980). He was recognized as a member of the Medina Mustangs 
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Christmas All-Tournament team, as well as the ND varsity boys basketball team MVP 
during his senior season at ND.  

On the diamond, Bob was a key member of 2 Genesee Region [GR] Championship 
baseball teams, as well as 2 NYSPHSAA Section V Class D Championship teams 
during his junior and senior years. He helped propel ND’s varsity baseball team to a 2 
year overall record of 38 – 2. 

He was the recipient of the Batavia Lions Club prestigious Bill Cook Award during the 
conclusion of his senior year. The Bill Cook Award is presented annually to the most 
outstanding student-athlete at both Notre Dame High School and Batavia High School 
by the local chapter of the Lions Club. 

Bob graduated with honors from both Notre Dame and Alfred University and earned his 
Masters Degree at the University of Albany. He played collegiately as a star member of 
the Alfred University Saxon basketball program until a knee injury suffered in his senior 
year ended his actual playing career. Staying close to the hardwood, he has continued 
his love of basketball by pursuing a very successful coaching career courtside at both 
the college and professional levels for the past 35 years.  

His 20 year collegiate coaching resume has included men’s basketball stints at Albany, 
Siena [as both an assistant and head men’s basketball coach], Wisconsin, 
Northwestern, Texas Tech and Dayton. His 15 year NBA coaching career has included 
assistant coaching positions in Toronto, Orlando, Charlotte, Golden State, Detroit and 
Oklahoma City prior to his current role as assistant in the Sacramento Kings 
organization. 

He currently resides in Sacramento, California and serves as an assistant coach for the 
NBA Sacramento Kings. 

Amy Dwyer ‘83 

A Batavia resident, Amy Dwyer will go down in the annals of Notre Dame High School 
Lady Irish athletics as one of the most all around talented 
student-athletes to have ever played at 73 Union Street! 

Amy was a 4 sport [soccer, volleyball, basketball and softball] 
varsity level participant throughout her high school career 
and earned a total of 16 varsity letters in the process! She 
also had the distinction of captaining each of her athletic 
teams during her senior year. 

As a volleyball team member, she played a key role in 
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helping ND coach Rhonda DiCasolo’s volleyball program earn back-to-back Section V 
NYSPHSAA Class D Championships [1981, 1982] while also compiling a perfect 17 -0 
record during her senior [1982] season. Amy was also named ND’s Outstanding 
Defensive volleyball team member as a senior. ND’s overall record from her sophomore 
year on was an eye-opening 41 – 3! 

She also earned honors as both her varsity basketball and varsity softball team’s MVP 
as a senior [1983] in addition to being named ND’s women’s basketball team 
Outstanding Offensive Player during the same season. She also earned the distinction 
of being the leading goal scorer during her senior ND soccer season! 

Amy’s stellar senior season for the Blue and Gold resulted in her receiving the 
prestigious Father David J. Scheider Sports Loyalty Award, the Dave Darron Courage 
Award and the coveted 1983 ND Female Athlete -of-the-Year Award. 

Upon graduation from ND in 1983, Amy entered Nazareth College of Rochester where 
she continued her love of competing by playing collegiate volleyball at the Division III 
level prior to earning her BA degree in Sociology in 1987. 

A Pittsford, New York resident, Amy is currently in her 14th year with Rochester-based 
Wegman’s Food Pharmacy where she received has received ongoing recognition for 
outstanding sales, as well as serving as an active member of Wegman’s Food Safety 
Team. 

Christopher Sabato ‘97 

A career 16 varsity letter recipient, Corfu, New York resident 
Chris Sabato will go down in the annals of ND athletics as a 
stellar 3 sport [football, wrestling and track and field] 
student-athlete. A mainstay and key member on each Fighting 
Irish varsity level team he was a member of, he received the 
ultimate recognition of 1998 ND Male Athlete-of-the-Year 

Chris earned 4 varsity letters as a member of the Coach Bill 
Sutherland’s ND football program and received Genesee 
Region [GR] 1st team All-Star recognition in both his junior and 
senior years. He served as team captain during his senior year, 
rushing for 1000 + yards and setting the ND single game 
rushing record [256 yards] versus the Livingston County league York Golden Knights on 
September 27, 1997. 

He began his varsity wrestling career as a 7th grader at St. Joseph’s Elementary in 
Batavia enroute to earning 6 varsity letters as a stalwart member of the Fighting Irish 
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varsity wrestling team. Chris was a 3 time Genesee Region [GR] champion [1994, 1997, 
1998], a 2 time Section V NYSPHSAA Class D champion at 140 lbs. [1997, 1998] and a 
one-time Section V NYSPHSAA Class D 112 lb. 2nd place finisher [1994]. 

Chris captained the ND wrestling team as a senior and still holds school records for 
career [134] and single season [32] wins as well as career pins. 

He also began his star-studded track and field career as a St. Joseph’s 7th grader and 
earned 4 Genesee Region [GR] All-Star team recognitions [1995 – 1998] by the time he 
graduated. 

He was a member of ND’s 1995 Genesee Region [GR] Championship team, as well as 
winning the 400m run and helping the 1600m relay team set a new GR league record 
[3:38]. He was also a key member of this same 1600m relay team which captured the 
1995 Section V NYSPHSAA Class D title. 

Chris earned Genesee Region [GR] recognition for winning individual titles in the 100m, 
200m, long jump and pole vault in both his junior and senior years, as well as a 7th 
place finish in the 1998 NYSPHSAA Class C/D state meet in the 100 meter dash. In 
addition to being a member of ND’s school record setting 1600m relay team, Chris also 
finished his solid track and field career as ND’s 220m [22.7] school record holder! 

Chris attended Alfred University after graduating from ND where he earned a B.S. 
degree in Electrical Engineering [2002]. He continued to pursue his love of track and 
field at Alfred where he was a 3 time All-Conference NYSCTC [New York State 
Collegiate Track Conference] pole vault champion!  

He served as a collegiate track and field coach working with sprinters and jumpers for 
11 years [2 at Rhodes College in Memphis, TN and the other 9 at Willamette University 
in Salem, Oregon]. He has been at Willamette University for the past 15 years where he 
currently serves as Assistant Athletic Director for Media. In this position, he is 
responsible for digital and creative content for the Willamette University athletics 
department including brand management and broadcast services. 

Chris and his wife Megan are the proud parents of their 6 year old daughter Lucy and 
currently reside in South Salem, Oregon 

Maureen Del Plato Braunscheidel ‘97 

Maureen Del Plato Braunscheidel was a solid 4 year, 3 sport student- athlete who 
captained her volleyball, basketball and softball varsity-level teams as a senior, the 

same year she was also honored as ND’s Female 
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Athlete-of-the-Year [1997]. 

She was a 2 time Genesee Region [GR] volleyball All-Star [1995, 1996] and senior year 
[1997] Coach’s award recipient who helped lead coach Rhonda DiCasolo’s Lady Irish 
volleyball team to a 41 -3 overall record, a Section V Class D semifinal appearance 
during her junior season [1995] and a Section V Class D final appearance [1996] during 
her senior year. Maureen capped off her successful volleyball career by being selected 
to the 1996 Section V Class D NYSPHSAA All-Tournament team. 

A key contributor on ND’s 1st ever Section V Class D NYSPHSAA Sectional basketball 
title in 1997, Maureen captained her team as a senior and was a 2 time Genesee 
Region [GR] All-Star [1996, 1997] playing for Coach Bill Wade. She was also named to 
the Section V Class D NYSPHSAA 1997 Sectional All-Star team. She finished her hoop 
career as 25th all-time on the ND girls basketball scoring list.  

Maureen earned Genesee Region [GR] All-Star recognition and the ND Coach’s award 
as a member of her Lady Irish softball team during her senior [1997] year. She finished 
her softball career as the leader in career triples.  

The President of the ND class of 1998 and a NYSPHSAA Scholar-Athlete academic 
award recipient throughout her ND playing days, Maureen earned a Bachelor degree in 
Elementary and Special Education from Canisius College of Buffalo in 2001 and a 
Masters in Exceptional Education from SUNY Buffalo State in 2006. She returned to 
Canisius to earn a building and district level certificates in Educational Administration in 
2009. 

She has served as a teacher [2001-2008] and Assistant Principal [2008-2013] in the 
Amherst Central School District, as well as the Principal of Douglas J. Regan 
Intermediate School in the Starpoint Central School District [2013-2016]. Maureen 
presently serves as the Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction and 
Technology in the Starpoint school system, a position she has held since 2016. 

While in Amherst, Maureen also served as the Middle School Modified Girls soccer 
coach [2002 – 2006] as well as the Amherst JV Girls basketball coach [2004 – 2007]. 
She is the founder of EdCampWNY, an annual educational professional development 
opportunity conference which is currently heading into its 3rd year this month! 

She currently resides in Williamsville, New York and is the proud parent of daughters 
Molly [10] and Megan [7]!  

Jennifer Sutherland Forsyth ‘00 

Jen Sutherland Forsyth left her mark in the annals of ND women’s sports lore as a 
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stalwart member of Lady Irish volleyball, swimming and track and 
field teams in the latter half of the 1990s. 

As a 4 year member of Coach Rhonda DiCasolo’s varsity volleyball 
teams in the decade of the 1990s, Jen received Genesee Region 
[GR] All-Star recognition, as well as Section V Class D NYSPHSAA 
All-Tournament team recognition on 2 occasions [1998, 1999] while 
helping to lead her Lady Irish team to 4 consecutive Section V Class 
D Sectional volleyball finals.  

As a senior, Jen received the Coach’s award, was named team MVP 
and also received coveted All-State volleyball recognition when named a 3d team All 
-State selection.  

As a 4 year member of the varsity swim team, she was a 4 time Genesee region [GR] 
All-Star and earned the 1997 Most Improved Award as well as the 2000 team MVP 
award for helping to lead her Lady Irish swim team to the 2000 Genesee Region 
League title! As a junior and as a senior, she was undefeated in the 200m and 400m 
freestyle relay which, incidentally, set a school record during the 1999- 2000 season. 
She finished her outstanding swim career as a member of 7 of ND ‘s top 10 record 
holder lists. 

Jen earned Genesee Region [GR] league track and field All-Star recognition as a junior 
and as a senior. She was a member of ND’s GR Champion 1600m relay team during 
her senior year [2000] when she also received the ND Coach’s Award. 

Jen closed out her award winning career at ND by being named ND’s Female 
Athlete-of-the-Year in 2000. 

Jen attended Alfred State College upon graduation from ND in 2000 and earned an 
Associate’s Degree in Liberal Arts and Social Sciences [2000-2002]. While at Alfred 
State, she captained the Women Pioneers collegiate volleyball team for 2 years and 
was named MVP in 2001. She also ran track for one season and medaled in the NJCA 
[National Junior College Association] 4x800m relay event. 

She attended West Virginia University after receiving her Alfred State degree and 
graduated in 2004 with a B.S. Degree in Sociology. While a student at West Virginia, 
she was a member of the Mountaineer Womens’ Crew team and was awarded the Most 
Improved Crew team award in 2003 and a prestigious Division I Big East Scholarship! 

Jen currently works at the Arc of Genesee Orleans in Batavia as a Quality Assurance 
Assistant/Investigator, as well as the co-facilitator of the “Friends for the Future” 
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Self-Advocacy Group. 

Jen and her husband Kevin [ND ’98] currently reside in Basom, New York and are the 
proud parents of daughter Nora [1]. They are also currently awaiting the birth of their 
son Patrick in 2020!  

Jen now joins her Dad Bill ’67 [ND HOF ‘95] - legendary Fighting Irish Football and 
Baseball Coach, Social Studies teacher and Administrator– as the first father-daughter 
ND Hall of Fame inductees in school history! 

Contributor – Mr. Edward Dwyer 

Edward Dwyer, affectionately known in Batavia and throughout the New York-Penn 
professional baseball league as “Mr. Baseball”, was truly a civic-minded businessman 
who was widely respected for his leadership and promotion of many community and 
church organizations such as the Batavia Chamber of Commerce, Batavia Jaycees, St. 
Joseph’s Church Holy Name Society and the Notre Dame High School Sports Boosters 

Club. 

He was an individual who preferred not to call attention to 
himself or the countless good deeds he did for others, whether 
it was serving as the past President of the Genesee County 
Baseball Club promoting the growth of Batavia’s first 
professional baseball team - the Batavia Clippers - or through 
his ongoing behind-the-scenes support of Notre Dame High 
School and the Notre Dame Sports Boosters Club. 

A strong supporter of Catholic education in Genesee County, 
Mr. Dwyer generously promoted and supported the existence of 
Notre Dame High School from its beginnings in 1956 as well as 

being one of the founding fathers of the ND Sports Booster Club.  

He specifically made it a point to support the initial growth of the ND baseball program 
in its early days by helping to provide the necessary supplies needed to start a program 
from scratch through his ties to the Batavia Clippers professional baseball organization 
and Wilson Sporting Goods organization. As previously mentioned, all of his gracious 
support was rendered without fanfare and without his need to be recognized publicly. 

It is, therefore, for his unwavering support of Notre Dame High School and our original 
Sports Boosters Club from its early years of existence, that the Notre Dame Athletic Hall 
of Fame is proud to induct Mr. Ed Dwyer to the Hall of Fame in the category of 
Contributor.  
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Team Recognition: ND Varsity Wrestling Program 1967, 1968, 1969 

Coached by the legendary Ed Sullivan, 
Fighting Irish Wrestling teams from 
1967 – 1969 combined for the best 
three year span dual meet record [37 – 
5] in school history which included 3 
consecutive Bishop Smith League 
Championships and 2 overall 
All-Catholic Tournament 
Championships! A breakdown of team 
accomplishments includes: 

1967 – Overall dual meet record [13 – 2], 2nd place in the Medina Mustang Tournament, 
Co-Bishop Smith League Champions with St. Mary’s of Lancaster and the 1st 
All-Catholic Tournament Championship in school history! 6 team members earned 
individual All-Catholic recognition: brothers Mike and Tony Cinquino, brothers Dave 
[captain] and Dan O’Connor, Bill Johnson and Tony Peca. 

1968 – Overall dual meet record [11 – 2], 3rd place at the NYS Catholic High School 
Wrestling State  Championship Tournament held at Cardinal Mooney High School in 
Rochester, 2nd consecutive year as both the Bishop Smith League Champions and 
overall All-Catholic Champions. Tony 
Cinquino and Dan O’Connor earned 
individual All-Catholic title recognition. 

1969 – Overall dual meet record [13 – 1], 3rd 
consecutive year as Bishop Smith League 
Championship and overall All-Catholic 
Tournament Champions. 4 team members 
earned individual All Catholic recognition 
including Tony Cinquino [school record 61 
consecutive dual meet wins], Dan O’Connor [captain], Don Kelly and Bruce Briggs. 
Cinquino’s and O’Connor’s individual 
championships were their 3rd in consecutive 
years. 

A collective roster of Varsity Wrestling 
team members from 1967 - 1969 includes 
[in alphabetical order]: 

Bob Balbick, Bruce Briggs, Mike Carragher, 
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Joe Chiminio, Tony Cinquino, Mike Cinquino, Sal Cintorino, Bob Cline, Dave Dudek, Bill 
Fava, Tony Forti, Bill Geer, David Jamalkowski, Bill Johnson, Don Kelly, Ron Kelly, Don 
Linsey, Jr., Tim Lippold, Charles Mullen, Tom Murray, Dan O'Connor, Dave O'Connor, 
Dennis O’Connor, Tony Peca, John Sorensen, Ricco Tepedino, and John Yanik [Mgr.] 

Special Service to ND Recognition Award 
Acknowledgements 

 Patty Panepento Daansen and Dan and Kris Coughlin 

Patty Panepento Daansen and Dan and Kris Coughlin 
are being recognized this year for their longstanding loyalty 
to and support of the Notre Dame Boys Basketball 
program. 

Patty Panepento Daansen began keeping score for ND JV 
and Varsity basketball teams in 1983 and, with the 
exception of one year [2000] when she was living in Austin, 
Texas, has volunteered to serve in the capacity of official scorekeeper for legendary ND 
hoop coach Mike Rapone ’71 [HOF 1996] for the past 35 years! During this time period, 
she has enjoyed being courtside to watch and cheer for her sons Pete ’88, Dave ’89 
and Rob ’93 during their ND basketball careers. Being courtside during Coach Rapone’s 
1st NYSPHSAA Class D Championship in Glens Falls on St. Patrick’s Day [1992] in 
which son Rob played a key role was a memory she’ll never forget.  

Currently a Registered Nurse, Patty began her nursing career at UMMC and has 
worked at Rochester General Hospital for the past 25 years as a Clinical Nurse 
Specialist in Neurology and Critical Care. 

Dan and Kris Coughlin’s connection with the Notre Dame Boys Basketball program 
also began with their sons’ Daniel’s ’97 and Patrick’s ’00 involvement in boys basketball; 
first as 5th and 6th grade members of St. Joseph’s Elementary School level teams, then 

as members of ND junior high 
Modified level teams and 
eventually as ND JV and Varsity 
team members. 

Dan initially served as a youth 
coach for St. Joe’s Elementary 
level teams and then moved on to 
ND to assist Kevin Smith as the ND 
Modified level coach. He moved to 
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the high school level when Dan was a freshman on the ND JV team at ND [1993] and 
has been running the score clock for ND boys basketball games ever since for the past 
25 years! 

Kris also began her dedicated service to the Boys basketball program as the official 
scorer for St. Joe’s 5th and 6th grade level teams. She also began keeping statistics for 
the ND boys basketball program during son Dan’s 1993 JV season and, like husband 
Dan, has been also been doing so for the past 25 years. On occasion she also doubles 
as scorer table shot clock operator! Of note, Kris never missed a ND boys basketball 
game, home or away, between 1993 and 2000! 

Dan retired from Xerox Corporation Research and Development in 2016. Kris has 
served as a RN since 1980. She worked at the Genesee County Health Department as 
a Public Health Nurse for 18 years before moving on to the NYS Health Department 
where she provides oversight of home care agencies in the 17 WNY and Rochester 
Region counties. 
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